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Scan to learn more about Ellie’s

work at EcologyEllie.com consel‘vatiﬂn
! Success Stories

throughout American history
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Turn this zine inside out for
more information on how you

can be part of conservation
success stories.
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Migratory Birds
By the late 1800s, many birds in the
United States faced extinction. (The
Carolina parakeet and passenger
pigeons soon did become extinct.)

e Early 1900s - 2 women found the
Audubon Society as Americans
start to care about saving birds
from extinction.

* Weeks-MclLean Migratory Bird
Act is passed in 1913 but soon
ruled by the court to be
unconstitutional.

e Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)
of 1918 is passed and saves up to
billions of bird lives!
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Bald Eagles
The MBTA didn’t protect eagles,
which were being hunted to near
extinction.

¢ |n 1940, the Bald Eagle
Protection Act is passed.

e Bald eagle numbers continue to
decline and only 1% remain by
the early 1960s, when scientists
finally figure out that DDT
pesticides have been
responsible for their decline.

e [n 1972, DDT is banned, and bald
eagle numbers start to recover.
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Take action

Spend more time outside and get
involved in a community related to
nature or ecology (local chapter of
Florida Native Plant Society, Florida
Wildflower Foundation, Audubon
Society, etc)

Learn more about your local
ecosystem (use apps such as Seek,

iNaturalist, and Merlin Bird ID) and
plant native plants

Stay informed about national, state,
and local land and water issues, and
use your voice during and between
elections

Don't buy things you don't need
Volunteer in a nature center, national

or state park or forest, science
museum, etc.
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Individual action?

There is a lot of debate about
whether individual action is worth
the effort because of the need for
large systemic change in the face of
the current environmental crisis.

My personal take is that there is no
such thing as individual action.

None of us exist in a vacuum, and our
individual actions almost immediately
become community action when we
inspire others to follow suit in caring
about the state of the natural world.

Studies of the “peer effect” show
that people are more likely to choose
energy-efficient alternatives like
solar panels when they see their
peers making those changes.
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Climate shadow

Focusing on lengthening your climate

shadow can be a more holistic
approach than just trying to reduce
your carbon footprint.

Your climate shadow takes into
consideration all the (sometimes
immeasurable) things you are doing
about the climate emergency.

It includes not only those actions you
take to reduce your participation in

consumer culture, but also things like

your voting and financial decisions,
how much you talk about climate
change, and how much of your
attention is focused on the
environmental crisis.



